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County Agent’ Notes:

July 12, 1999

Take advantage of good moisture in gardens.
We can easily recall weather conditions during many Mississippi summers when midJuly was about the end of the gardening season because of poor moisture and high temperatures.
Present indications are that this summer may be a little different, and that gardens may be able to
produce well for a longer period. For vegetables to produce well for the additional period of
time they may need help in the form of additional nutrients, and special attention to weed and
insect problems.
Those crops which are capable of longer periods of production include tomato, okra,
squash, melons, cucumber, pole butterbeans, pole string beans, peppers, and others. With
unusually good moisture, some of the crops we normally consider as spring planted can be
planted now for late harvest. These include bush butterbeans, bush string beans, and tomato. As
you complete the harvests of sweet corn and other determinate crops this space can be utilized to
plant what many consider to be the “fall” garden. Should you not care to start your garden over,
you can utilize the space with sweet potatoes because this amazing crop will still have time to
produce a good crop of roots. Should the Y2K problem really happen, a good supply of these
could really come in handy. Another great thing about sweet potatoes is that if you can’t find
plants now, all you have to do is go over to your neighbor’s garden and cut short runners and use
them as plants. This will not damage his plants because the sweet potato has built-in capacity to
compensate for lost leaf area.

Fertilization has to be considered on both your older plants and on the new ones you will
be starting. Nitrogen and potassium are the two main nutrients which need to be added since
very little of the phosphorus you added in the spring has been used. For most crops, an
additional hundred pounds each of nitrogen and potash per acre will give good production.
Another good idea is to lightly sprinkle lime on the rows to be used. Just to keep it simple I will
give you the rates for one hundred feet of row. This will be two and one half pounds of
ammonium nitrate (34-0-0), one pound of muriate of potash (0-0-60), and seven pounds of lime.
If you did not apply a phosphate fertilizer in the spring, better go with a pound of phosphate
(0-46-0) per hundred feet also. You can expand this to fit your own situation. If you had rather
use a premixed fertilizer, I would prefer a product like (15-5-10) at a rate of about 5 to 7 pounds
per hundred feet of row.
Many people are ready to walk away from gardens this time of year simply because grass
has begun to take over. As I have mentioned in the past, there is a very good product called
Poast which will take care of most of your grass problems. Mix two ounces of Poast in one
gallon of water, and add an ounce of liquid detergent and spray everything over the top. In
saying this I am assuming your corn is gone by now, but if you have late planted corn stay away
from it. This material works slowly, so don’t get impatient. You will not see apparent results for
about a week, but all grasses except nutgrass or “cocoa” should be controlled. As you know,
nutgrass is not a true grass, rather it is a sedge.
Disease and insect problems will continue, however the emphasis will likely shift
primarily to insects. Diseases normally decrease in severity by this time of year, but insects may
become more active. The same materials you normally use will continue to be effective, but

only treat as needed when you find problems. Preventive treatments needlessly increase the
amount of pesticide in your garden.
Many of you may think I am wasting time with all this, but we may need the production
of a late garden this year more than ever in the past. There is an opportunity to produce more if
you want to do it. Call us if you need further help or information.

